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SUBJECT: US/ASEAN MINISTERIAL IN JULY 

REF: STATE 47752 

1 . JAPANESE EMBASSY HAS INQUIRED ABOUT MINISTERIAL LEVEL 
MEETING BETWEEN U.S. AND ASEAN WHICH THEY HAVE HEARD IS TO 
BE SCHEDULED FOR JULY. JAPANESE ARE PARTICULARLY CURIOUS 
ABOUT U.S. INTEREST IN EMPHASIZING ASEAN TIES DURING PERIOD 
WHEN JAPAN IS SOFT-PEDALLING RELATIONSHIP BY CONDUCTING ITS 
DIALOGUE AT THE ' DIRECTORS (OFFICIALS) LEVEL." 

2. EMBASSY OFFICER REPLIED THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE 
IN U.S. POLICY TOWARD ASEAN. U.S. REMAINS 

INTERESTED THAT ASEAN RELATIONSHIP BE VALIDATED AND THAT 
IT WOULD BE MADE MORE VISIBLE IN THE U.S. THROUGH A 
MINISTERIAL MEETING. 
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3. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER VOICING SPECIFIC 
RATIONALE FOR LEVEL OF MEETING, SINCE CURIOSITY ON 
THIS SUBJECT WILL CERTAINLY INCREASE. 
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